BLESSED CHARLES DE FOUCAULD
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: On January 26, 1999, I had the privilege of attending a youth rally with
% ' Pope Saint John Paul Il in my hometown of St. Louis. It was the first and only
. time I would ever see him in person. As we waited for the Holy Father’s arrival,
we sang again and again the theme song that had been written for the occasion:
“Cry the Gospel.” Only later did I learn that these words were taken from the
famous saying of Blessed Charles de Foucauld: “Cry out the Gospel with your
life.”

Born in Strasbourg, France, in 1858, Blessed Charles lost his faith as an
adolescent, and it was not until he witnessed the faith of Muslims in Morocco in
1883 that he began to utter the simple prayer, “My God, if you exist, let me come

| , to know you.” Just a few years later, in 1886, at the age of 28, he found his way
; } back to God. Recalling that moment, he said, “As soon as I believed in God, I
understood that I could not do otherwise thagfo live for him alone.”
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Father David Skillma W in the Archdiocese of St. Louis. He had been
the Associate Pastor at St. eton Parish in St. Charles, Missouri since his
ordination in 2009. In 2012, Father Skillman was appointed the Vice-Rector of Cardinal
Glennon College and he serves as a Spiritual Director for Kenrick School of Theology in St.
Louis. Father Skillman is a Certification student with TOBI and has attended numerous courses.
You can access audios of Father Skillman’s homilies through: http.//frskillman.podbean.com/
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